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Public Comfort Stations 


BUILD THEM ABOVE GROUND IF YOU CAN— 
BELOW GROUND IF YOU MUST 


ARVED in stone above the main entrance of the Brookline Public 
Bath is this inscription: ““ The Health of the People is the Begin- 


ning of Happiness.”’ 
The subject of this paper, “‘ Public Comfort Stations,’ 


) 


has been 


selected by the City Making Department because it is considered of too 
great importance and too closely related to “the health of the people’’ to 


be further neglected. 


It is surprising to find how little has been actually accomplished among 
our American municipalities toward the construction and maintenance of 


any sanitary conveniences, 
when compared with the 
similar achievement of Euro- 
pean cities. 

It is equally encouraging, 
however, to note that many 
cities are now turning their 
attention to this long-neg- 
lected subject, and are con- 
structing public comfort sta- 
tions in the congested dis- 
tricts, which action does 


them great credit. 


NEW YORK CITY 


Within the last two 
years, New York City has 
built seven public comfort 
stations, three above ground 
and four below ground, at 
an average cost of $25,000 
each. The underground sta- 
tion in City Hall Park was 
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New York City.—Underground station at City Hall Park, 
showing metal-glass hood over stairway leading down to the 
women’s compartment. 


opened in October, 1898, the other seven in the early part of 1905, all 
upon ground owned by the city. The men’s side of these stations are 
open from 6 A. M.to 12 P.M., and the women’s side from 6 A.M. to 10° 
P.M. ‘Three male and two female attendants are employed in each. They 
work in eight-hour shifts, and are paid, respectively, $2.50 and $2 per day 
each. 

The following table gives the location and number of toilets of each of 
these stations at this date—February, 1907: 


MEN’S SIDE WOMEN’S SIDE 
Closets Urinals Lavatories Closets Lavatories 

— 2 | 

| 
Gityatlall: Park wot g. seo 2, we 10 qe 2 8 4 
Isjpuatcigy lees A A a ob me Ge eo G 13 22 5 if 2 
ELAN OVETRS Gita Tl arn me etme 16 34. 8 II 4 
Chatham Square. . . i eae: 13 29" | 6 9 3 
Sherrif and Delaney Streets Meare xs, 713 21 5 3 2 
Gresley SMA o 5 5 5k 5 5 oe 17 32 B 8 5 
Long Acre Square. . . ote 16 8 8 II 4 
125th Street and Park Avenue Ae Ths 22 6 9 3 


These stations were designed without heating facilities, but the error 
was soon discovered, and most of them have since been equipped with 
adequate heating 
arrangements. 

Many of the New 
York stations are 
entirely too large for 
the present de- 
mands; a mistake 
which should, if pos- 
sible, be guarded 
against in designing 
such structures. 
Some are built un- 
der ground which 
could have been 
equally well built 


New York City.—Exterior view of the substantially constructed sta- 
tion at Battery Park, built above ground with plenty of fresh air and above ground. 
sunshine, essential requisites for thorough ventilation and cleanliness. The station at 


Sherrif and Delaney Streets is built under the approach to the Williams- 
burg bridge, and that at 125th Street and Park Avenue under the ele- 
vated railroad. 

Wise as has been the beginning, it is obvious that eight stations cannot 
adequately serve over three millions of people. 
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BOSTON, MASS. 


The city of Boston has one public comfort station, erected on Boston 
Common in 1895, at a cost of between fifteen and sixteen thousand 
dollars. This station is built underground. Its exterior is inconspicuous, 
and its interior a model of de- 
sign and cleanliness. On the ; 
side for men there are nine : < 
closets, fifteen urinals and four so , 
wash-bowls. On the side for 
women there are nine closets 
and four wash-bowls. Both 
compartments have hot and 
cold running water. The 
men’s side is open day and 
night, and the women’s side 
from 6 A.M. to II P.M. every 
day in the year. All the clos- 
ets are free, and soap and 
towels can be obtained for 
one cent each. When the sta- 
tion was first opened, two 
closets were reserved for pri- 
vate use upon the payment of 
five cents. The demand was 
so great for free closets, and 
so small for pay closets, that 


ae Boston, Mass.— Exterior view of underground station 
after two months’ trial the pay upon “‘ Boston Common,” showing how unobtrusively the 


ventilating shaft and entrances to such stations can be de- 


closets were discontinued. ; : 
signed for public park locations. 


The cost for maintaining this 
station has been: for 1903-4, $6,073.96; for 1904-5, $6,266.74, and for 
1905-6, $6,290.71, including all supplies, repairs and salaries. Four male 
attendants are employed at $2 per day, and three women at $1.25 per day, 
seven days a week, double time on Sunday. 

Excellent as is this station, it must obviously be only the beginning. 
One station cannot adequately serve Boston’s population ! 


WORCESTER, MASS. 


During the past year the city of Worcester, Mass., has completed an 
underground convenience station upon the “‘Old Common,”’ quite similar in 
arrangement and construction to the station at Boston Common, at a cost 
of $13,759.64. This station has upon the men’s side eight urinals, six 
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Worcester, Mass.—Exterior view of underground station upon the ““Old Common”’; note 
attractive ventilating shaft and entrances to the two compartments 


Worcester, Mass.—Interior view, showing a model type of construction—porcelain top closets and 
flushing tanks, in separate compartments operated by pressing a button above the closet 


closets and two wash-bowls; and six closets and two wash-bowls on the 
women’s side. It was intended at the opening of this station to reserve one 
closet fixture for each sex for private use, for which a nominal fee should be 
charged for this special privilege, but, owing to the great demand for these 
sanitary facilities, it was soon found that all fixtures would have to be 
made free. Although in use for less than one year, this station has become 
so popular, and the demands for its use during Saturdays, Sundays, holidays, 
and the rush hours of the day and night, have become so great that the 
building is taxed to its utmost, and the city is already contemplating its 
enlargement. 


HOLYOKE, MASS. 


At Holyoke, Mass., public urinals and closets, for men only, are provided 
for in the basement of the City Hall. In another section of this city, at a 
prominent trolley transfer 
point, similar conven- 
iences for men and 
women are provided for 
in combination with a 
trolley waiting station. 


| [acc aro \ 
BROOKLYN, N. Y. E 


Within three years 
the city of Brooklyn, N. 
Y., has built six of the 
best equipped houses of 
comfort to be found in 
this country, at a total 
cost of $123,549. These 
stations are located upon 
public property, and are 
scattered about the city 


~ 
VY 
— 


6) 
a 
JS FREE CLOSED 


ure 
e 


ees 


RE WOYTENV 


7 


— 
LESH AP TRAE 


at the most congested Brooklyn, N. Y.—General plan of the Borough Hall underground 
locations. All are of the _ station, patronized by from 6,000 to 7,000 people daily. Courtesy 


of the J. L. Mott Iron Works, New York City. 
underground type, well 
heated, ventilated and lighted, and kept in perfect condition. The first 
station was built near the Borough Hall, in 1903, and the remaining five 
have been completed since that time. They are open twenty-four hours 
each and every day upon the men’s side, and sixteen hours upon the 
women’s side. —They may be taken as models of design and execution, as 
well as maintenance, and should so serve, leading to equally adequate 
provision in proper locations elsewhere. 
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Brooklyn, N. Y.— Exterior view of underground station at Lorimer Street and Broadway, showing a 
well-utilized public space at the intersection of two city streets. Courtesy of the J. L. Mott Iron Works, 
New York City. 


The location and equipment of each station is as follows: 


| MEN’S SIDE WOMEN’S SIDE 
Closets Urinals Lavatories Closets Lavatories 

| ——_ = 

i, deteymoyiyedn Jeteill 6 So es 6 oS 12 12 II 9 6 

ge Reid Avene... Semin ee ri 12 II 8 6 

a Lorimeny.otreet 9.6.) er nein c2 12 9 9 6 

42 Hamilfonsstreet papan: atere 10 12 II 8 6 

G-) Greenpoint Avenue sence ite) II 5 7 5 

Sy MMos eae Gey 3 6. o ue Ge 8 8 5 7 5 


A few closets in each station are reserved, for which a fee of five cents 
is charged for the use of soap and towels. During the year of 1905 these 
six stations were patronized by 10,778,387 men and 1,336,930 women, or a 
total of 12,115,317 people, averaging over two million at each station for the 
entire year. The Borough Hall station is used by from 6,000 to 7,000 
people daily. Can any one question the importance of the construction of 
such sanitary conveniences after learning of the popularity of the Brooklyn 
stations ? It is not only public convenience and public health that are con- 
served by such provision, but good order and morality as well. All saloons 
have conveniences, frequently insanitary and dangerous. 
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CLEVELAND, OHIO 


At Cleveland, Ohio, there is an exceedingly interesting combination 
of trolley waiting-room and public comfort station, located upon Monument 
Square, a great trolley transfer point. This station was built and is main- 
tained by the Park Department, and cost $10,000. It has a very neat, 
attractive exterior appearance, being built of yellow brick with limestone 
trimmings, and having a gracefully curved roof with ornamental red tiling. 
The face of this building is close to the sidewalk, and easily accessible to the 
trolley cars as they pass in front of it. In the winter-time the waiting-room 
is enclosed upon all sides, and well heated. In the summer-time the front is 
removed, and the waiting-room becomes a cool, attractive resting-place. 
The public comfort station is below the ground level, and is approached by 
stairways from each end of the waiting-room. This station is open for 
twenty-four hours each day, and is cared for by three male and three female 
employees, working in eight-hour shifts. The annual expense of maintain- 
ing this station is about $4,500. Towels and soap are free. The average 
daily attendance is about 4,000, and is sometimes as high as 7,000. Upon 
the men’s side are nine urinals, six closets and four wash-bowls ; and upon 


Brooklyn, N. Y.—Interior view of men’s side of underground station at Lorimer Street and Broadway. 
Courtesy of the J. L. Mott Iron Works, New York City 
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Cleveland, Ohio.—Exterior view of a model combination of a trolley waiting-room and an underground 
public comfort station patronized by from 4,000 to 7,000 people daily 


the women’s side, seven closets and four wash-bowls. It is said by the 
officials in charge of this station that it is so popular that many employees 
of near-by factories use the station after working hours, to clean up, in 
preference to using similar but less attractive facilities furnished by their 
employers. 


WASHINGTON, D. C. 


Washington has nearly completed a public comfort station above ground 
in the small park opposite the public market at the intersection of Penn- 
sylvania Avenue, Seventh Street, and B Street, N. W. 

This station provides for sixteen urinals, ten closets, two wash-bowls, and 
three pay compartments upon the men’s side, and six closets, two wash- 
bowls, and three pay compartments upon the women’s side. The building 
is of brick construction, with terra-cotta trimmings, and will cost about 
$22,000. 

Washington also has a second public comfort station, of the under- 
ground type, nearing completion in the small park on the north side of 
Pennsylvania Avenue at the intersection of E Street. hese are the first 
two houses of comfort built at our national capital. 
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BALTIMORE, MD. 


The city of Baltimore has advocated the construction of public conve- 
nience stations for several years, and on April 5, 1906, ““ The Free Public 
Bath Commission’’ voted to have the city council establish and maintain a 
modern public comfort station. Since that time the construction of one 
station has been authorized and a substantial appropriation made for its 
completion during 1907. 


COLUMBUS, OHIO 


The Secretary of the Board of Health, of Columbus, Ohio, writes that, 
“Some time ago, the City Board of Health requested and petitioned the 
General Assembly to provide a public comfort station under the State 
Capitol for the benefit of visitors to the city. This is very necessary, and the 
present session have the matter before them. It has been reported favorably 
by the committee, and we expect results.’’ 


DENVER, COLORADO 


Up to the present year the city of Denver has never had a public 
comfort station, but $7,500 has been appropriated for this purpose and the 
station will soon be built. 


HARTFORD, CONN. 


A special committee of the Court of Common Council of the city of 
Hartford is having detailed plans and estimates made for a public con- 
venience station, which will undoubtedly be built during the present year. 


GENERAL 


The cities of Indianapolis, Louisville, Milwaukee, Brookline, St. Louis, 
Providence and Bridgeport are agitating this subject, and are hopeful that 
ample provisions will be made in the immediate future for the construction 
of public comfort stations. 

Members of the American Civic Association beginning effort in this 
important matter, or learning of other accomplishments in regard to public 
comfort stations in American cities, are asked to communicate directly 
with the Vice-President in charge of the Department of City Making, 
Frederick L. Ford, Hartford, Conn. 
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